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It has been a little over a year since we first introduced the electronic County newsletter.  We trust it is a 

useful source of information about what is happening in Wood County government. 

We continue to hold town hall meetings in cities, villages, and townships throughout Wood County – in 
advance of their regularly scheduled meetings.  These sessions provide a good opportunity to bring 
government to the people and answer questions in person.  We typically hold 4 or 5 town hall meetings 
at different locations each year.  As a reminder, you are always welcome to attend regularly scheduled 
Commissioners’ meeting every Tuesday and Thursday morning beginning at 9:15 a.m.  Please check our 

website – www.co.wood.oh.us – to view meeting agendas and minutes. 

Due to uncertainty in the State Budget process we have been in regular contact with Senator Randy 
Gardner and Representative Theresa Gavarone.  Several issues that will have an impact on county 
government are a reduction in sales tax revenue due to Medicaid equipment sales, reimbursement of 
indigent defense costs, local control and service of medical transportation programs, and the funding 

level of several grants.  Costs related to the opiate epidemic are also of significant concern. 

We continue to visit industries and businesses throughout the county with our Director of Economic 
Development, Wade Gottschalk.  These visits are very important for maintaining good communication, 
to help ensure a strong economic base and continued good employment opportunities for county 

residents. 

Drinking water continues to be a hot topic, and is being reviewed and discussed through meetings with 

TMACOG.  We will keep you informed as more information becomes available. 

Please enjoy a safe and productive summer!  We look forward to seeing you at upcoming events in 

Wood County! 
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A NOTE FROM JUDGE MATTHEW REGER, 
COMMON PLEAS COURT 
 
Becoming a Common Pleas Judge is a sort of coming home 

for me. Almost twenty-four years ago I began my legal career 

with Wood County as a staff attorney for Judge Charles F. 

Kurfess. That was a wonderful experience that lasted three 

years and ended when I left for a 20 year stint with the City of 

Bowling Green. 

 

Today I come back to the Wood County Courthouse, again in 

the judiciary, as a Common Pleas Judge in Courtroom 1. I 

have been blessed with the assistance of my fellow judges – 

Judges Kelsey, Mayberry and Woessner - and a staff that 

truly is dedicated to professionalism. Kelly Burdue was here 

when I first worked for the county and is now on her third 

judge, bringing a wealth of information and assistance in adjusting to serving as a judge. Allison 

Huffine, Sandra Szymanski, and Kelly Persinger all started with Judge Pollex and have been such 

a great help to me in adjusting, each in their own way. Kris Varallo, our new criminal case 

manager, walked the same path as me, having started with the county in 1994, moving to the City 

of Bowling Green in 2004 and now back with Wood County.  

 

There are some familiar faces from my earlier time with the county and many new faces. All of 

whom have made the adjustment from attorney to judge much easier than I expected. There are 

obviously challenges but working with people dedicated to doing their best certainly encourages 

and motivates me. 

 

My particular interest with the courthouse has always been its history. In 1994 I was part of the 

centennial committee that planned activities around the placing of the courthouse cornerstone. I 

learned a great deal from my service on that committee and from Judge Williamson, who held a 

wealth of information on the courthouse history. Today I particularly enjoy sharing that history with 

school groups who come to the courthouse and have little knowledge of our rich history.  



WOOD COUNTY HISTORICAL CENTER & MUSEUM 
13660 County Home Road • Bowling Green OH 

419.352.0967 • www.woodcountyhistory.org 

 

Take a journey back in time, 100 years ago in Wood 
County, Ohio, with a new exhibit: Over There!  Send 
Word: The Wood County Boys are Coming! World 

War I, 1914-1918 

The self-guided exhibit is open weekdays 10am – 4 pm 
and weekends 1pm – 4pm (closed holidays).  

The Museum is handicap accessible and group tours are 
welcome. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

Inside the trench during the June 2 WBGU-FM  

Morning Show –Clint Corpe (host) and Kelly       

Mangan, BGSU live remote . 

Other WWI-themed programs: 

Aug. 3-The Best of Living History at the Wood 
County Fair  

Aug. 27- Wood County Living History Day at 
Oak Grove Cemetery  

Oct. 4-German-American Day  

Dec. 9- Furlough on the  Front Holiday Gala 
Fundraiser  

The 2PM monthly Tea Series will feature WWI 
themes:  

July 13-The Post Office  

August 10-Aviation  

Sept.14-Bombing on Churches & Cathedrals  

Oct. 12, 7PM-Fiction  

Nov. 9- Journalism  

Dec. 4- Music  

Dec. 14- Christmas Truce of 1914  

Reservations are required by calling 419-352-0967.  

Background information about the new exhibit: 

The journey begins over 4,000 miles away when Austrian Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophia are assassinated by a         

tuberculosis infected young man.  Alliances are broken and tensions 

ignite into war with the people of Wood County blissfully unaware of 

the conflict that will become an affliction for centuries.  

The Draft Office.  In 1917, every able-bodied man age 18 - 45 is 

signing up for the draft. “…but President Wilson, you promised to 

keep us out of the war [and here we are at the] Bowling Green    

Armory.”  Fill out a draft card, and once drafted, what came next?   

Coping at Home. The constant worry by mothers, sisters, and 

sweethearts is channeled into a cause: knitting socks, creating care 

packages, writing letters, planting gardens, and buying war bonds. 

Armistice Day, November 11, 1918.  The war has ended.  The 

Allies are victorious.  We remember those that participated,        

sacrificed, and did not make it back to Wood County.  



WOOD HAVEN BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT UPDATE 
 
Essential capital projects such as replacement of all windows and doors throughout the facility 
and a piping project that brought new climate control units to each resident room are complete 
at Wood Haven.  Now the beautification process is underway! 
 
The interior renovation project began on April 3, and includes significant updates to the front 
lobby, hallways, resident lounge, dining room, and nurses stations.  There will be five phases to 
the project:  
 
Phase 1: Southeast Hall  
Phase 2: Northwest Hall  
Phase 3: Northwest Hall and the dining room  
Phase 4: Southwest Hall  
Phase 5: Southwest Hall and resident lounge  
 
Phase one and phase two have already been completed, and the 
final completion will be in September 2017.   
 
The renovations will provide a refreshed look for Wood Haven 
that will add to the quality experience of residents, their families, 
and our staff. 
 
Stay tuned for more information in the next newsletter about the 
progress and open house. 
 
If you want more information about  Wood Haven, please visit 
our website at www.woodhavenhealthcare.com.  
 
 

NOMINATE TODAY!!! 

The 2017 Spirit of Wood County Awards are just around the corner.  The ceremony will 

take place on October 22nd in the Alvin L. Perkins Atrium.  Please submit your nominations 

before August 15th.  The seven award categories are agricultural leadership, industrial/

economic development, education for civic responsibility, liberty through law/human  

freedom, religion and liberty, self-government, and the Lyle R. Fletcher Good Citizenship 

Award.  Descriptions of each category can be found on the nomination form located on our 

website at  www.co.wood.oh.us/commissioners/spirit/ 

View of newly renovated hallway 

at Wood Haven 



WOOD COUNTY LAND USE PLAN ADOPTED  

In 2015, the Wood County Planning Commission was provided funds by the Wood 
County Commissioners to draft a new land use plan for the County.  In late 2015,  a firm 
named McBride Dale was selected to assist with the update.  In early 2016, the process 
of drafting the new plan began.  As part of the process, public open houses were held, 
interviews with stakeholders were conducted, and input from the steering committee was 
sought.  Once the draft was complete, a review and comment period was held.   The plan 
was officially adopted on April 20

th
, 2017.  The plan is available on the Planning 

Commission’s website at  http://planning.co.wood.oh.us/.  

The Land Use Plan is a framework for how Wood County could grow while implementing 
the community’s vision and shared goals. It describes conservation or development 
activities appropriate for certain areas of the County.  These activities are based on 
priorities of promoting sustainability, encouragement of environmental and conservational 
stewardship, and the management of growth in a responsible manner. The Land Use 
Plan provides general guidance regarding appropriate locations for open space and 
residential and non-residential development. 

The Plan is also designed to provide a level of predictability with regard to future land use. 
It does so by depicting land use management areas and targeted growth areas that are 
appropriate for conservation or suitable for residential and/or non-residential 
development. This predictability was generated by understanding current growth trends 
as well as examining items that act as catalysts for development such as utility locations, 
distance to major transportation corridors, and existing rail-cargo facilities. The end result 
provides staff planners, community personnel and other stakeholders information to make 
site specific land use decisions. 

You can help!   

Reduce & Reuse:  Take your reusable bags on every shopping trip.  Using reusable 

bags reduces the need for plastic or paper grocery bags. 

Recycle:  Take your plastic bags back to the store for recycling.  Plastic grocery 

bags are 100% recyclable and can be used to make new bags or turned into lumber for 

benches, playground equipment and more!  Did you know?  Locations accepting plastic 

bags can also recycle other types of film plastic such as newspaper sleeves, case wrap, 

bread bags, bathroom tissue packaging, produce bags and other similar items. 

Although plastic bags (of any kind) are not permitted in curbside recycling bins or accepted 

at our local recycling drop-offs, many local stores provide recycling containers for this type 

of plastic.  For a full list of recycling locations, visit the Solid Waste Management District’s 

website at www.recyclewoodcounty.org.   

http://www.recyclewoodcounty.org


BUDGET-IN-BRIEF 

General Fund Actual Receipts through May 31st= $18,229,321.57 

General Fund Actual Expenditures through May 31st =  $18,608,686.49 

The 2018 Original Estimates of Revenue were passed by the Commissioners on June 6th, which 

then goes to the Budget Commission for review.     

Thank you for taking the time to read the County’s Electronic Newsletter. 

WOOD COUNTY CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY UPDATE 
 

The Wood County Child Support Enforcement Agency (CSEA) is dedicated to providing a wide range 
of services to Ohio families to ensure children receive the financial and medical support they need to 
thrive.  The Agency's services include: paternity establishment, child and medical support  
establishment and enforcement, location of parties ordered to pay support, collection and  
disbursement of support payments, review and adjustment of child support orders and outreach to 
provide education about the child support program.  
  
CSEA has consistently exceeded the State of Ohio’s goal of 70% collection of current support  
obligations. The Agency has been recognized by the State for the past three years for outperforming 
other similarly sized counties in current support collections.  
  
Recently, the Agency launched an initiative to register an increased number of consumers for the 
Ohio Child Support Customer Service Portal. The Web Portal allows consumers with an active child 
support case a secure environment to view their child support case information on demand.  
Consumers are able to view and print up to two years of child support payment data, as well as view 
address, employment, health insurance and support order information that is on file.  The Web Portal 
also allows consumers to have direct contact with their Case Manager through a secure online  
messaging system. During administrative establishment hearings, Case Managers will meet with  
consumers to help them register for the Web Portal. This is a valuable resource to both those who pay 
and receive child support to keep track of their case information at any time. Working with their Case 
Manager to register for Web Portal access also provides consumers and agency staff the opportunity 
to meet and build rapport. 
  
In August, CSEA will be celebrating Child Support Awareness Month.  The Agency will send out  

information as outreach activities are planned that will provide education and assistance to area  

consumers and the community.   


