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n late 2017, Prosecuting 
Attorney Paul Dobson and 
Sheriff Mark Wasylyshyn 

formed a new program to battle 
the opiate and drug epidemic in 
the county.  
The program has been labeled the 
Addiction Response Collaborative, 
or ARC.  “In mathematics, an arc is 
a part of a circle, and this program 
is a major part of closing the circle 
of care around folks struggling with 
addiction,” Prosecutor Dobson 
explained.  “It also brings to mind 
Noah’s Ark, giving hope for people 
who cannot find their own way 
out of the drowning influence of 
addiction.”
The program teams Belinda 
Brooks, a Drug Addiction and 
Abuse Response Coordinator 
hired by the Prosecutor’s Office, 
with Sheriff’s Detective Sgt. Ryan 
Richards who has been assigned 
full time to the ARC team.  
Together they make contact with 
those caught in the throes of drug 
addiction, especially those who 
may have recently suffered an 

I
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overdose.  They encourage them 
to engage in rehabilitation and 
treatment and then guide around 
hurdles and barriers those willing 
to accept help.  
Recently, a third position was 
added through funding from the 
Wood County ADAMHS Board.  
Jerry Ruffing is an addiction 
counselor hired by A Renewed 
Mind Behavioral Health to assist 
and advise the ARC team.  
Together they provide assistance 
and accountability, both of 
which are deeply needed for the 
rehabilitation of those suffering 
from drug dependency. Funding 
for the program has come from 
the Wood County Commissioners, 
the ADAMHS Board, and the Wood 
County Health District.
“It’s not condoning drug 
abuse, nor is it a campaign 
for softer drug-related laws,” 
said Dobson.  “This program is 
based on the recognition that 
a comprehensive approach to 
affecting drug dependency comes 

from the combined efforts of law 
enforcement and behavioral health.”
If you or someone you know is 
struggling with addiction without 
help, call the ARC Line at 419-373-
3900.
Disposing of unwanted, unused, 
and expired medications properly 
prevents theft, drug misuse and 
abuse, and accidental poisonings 
and overdoses.  
Wood County 24-Hour Drug 
Disposal Drop Box Locations
Wood County Sheriff’s Office
Bowling Green Police Division
Fostoria Police Station
North Baltimore Police Department
Northwood Police Department
Perrysburg Police Department
Rossford Police Department
 
The Sheriff’s Office also offers drug 
disposal “pouches” that dissolve 
unwanted medications.  They are 
available in the Sheriff’s Office 
lobby.  

The Wood County Buildings and Grounds Committee has partnered 
with a local printer and are proud to offer bicentennial shirts.   
Online web store:  https://store.ortinauart.com/wood_county_
bicentennial

The public is invited to an open house on the third floor of the 
Courthouse on Monday, September 9 at 3 p.m. for the rededication of 
the restored murals.  
RSVPs can be made by contacting the Bowling Green Chamber of 
Commerce at 419.353.7945 or emailing bgchamber.net. Watch for 
other events, including a Gala Dinner and Benefit on October 26. 
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BIRTHS
Natalie and Ryan Richards 
(Sheriff’s Office) had a baby girl, 
Charlotte Diane on May 10, 2019.  
She weighed 7 lbs 14 oz and 19 ½ 
inches long.

Marisa and Matthew Reynolds 
(Sheriff’s Office) had a baby girl, 
Makenna Sue on May 21, 2019.  
She weighed 7 lbs 14 oz and 19 
inches long.

ADAMHS Board 
Pam Shumaker, Office 
Administration Coordinator, retired 
after 32.5 years of service.
Engineer’s Office 
Michael Knaggs retired after over 
29 years of service.

RETIREMENTS

‘ROUND THE 
COURTHOUSE 

SQUARE
published quarterly for employees  

of Wood County Government

NEWSLETTER  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Ronald Dicus, Court Security 
Janese Diem, Commissioners 
Mollie Tyrrell, Board of DD 

Ronda Downard, Juvenile Court 
Jodi Quintero, Child Support 
Geneen Wise, Probate Court

Comments and suggestions  
are always welcome.  

Email:  newsletter@co.wood.oh.us

The next newsletter meeting  
is scheduled for August 29 

at 2:45 p.m. in the  
Commissioners’ Office.  

If you are interested  
in joining the newsletter 
committee, please email  

newsletter@co.wood.oh.us.

Greg Warden (NWWSD) and 
Christina Boyer were married on 
February 23, 2019.

Michelle Gilford (NWWSD) married 
Matt Harrison on March 14, 2019.

Sam Miller (Justice Center) married 
Megan Burlile on May 4, 2019.

Holly Hartlerode (Historical 
Museum) and Travis Kirkendall 
were united in marriage on May 11, 
2019.

WEDDINGS

Sandy Nye (Auto Title) and her 
husband, Denny celebrated 25 
years of marriage on February 12, 
2019.

Amy Rife (Courtroom #2) and her 
husband Kurt celebrated 30 years of 
marriage on August 5, 2019.

ANNIVERSARIES

Two deputies with the Wood 
County Sheriff’s Office received 
national recognition for excellence 
in overseeing the county’s 139 
registered sex offenders. Deputy 
Isaiah Loar and Deputy Jill Holland 
were recognized during an awards 
ceremony at the National Sheriff’s 
Association annual conference in 
Louisville, KY on June 16, 2019.

Congratulations Deputy Brian 
Ruckstuhl – the 2019 DARE Ohio 
Officer of the Year!!!! Deputy 
Ruckstuhl, who teaches DARE 
at Otsego Local Schools, was 
nominated by his school district 
and chosen as the recipient for his 
prestigious award in Ohio. 

Wood Haven Health Care received 
the Small Business of the Year 
Award at the Bowling Green 
Chamber of Commerce Mid-Year 
Lunch on July 17. The nomination 
specifically noted the good work 
of Wood Haven staff to promote 
excellent resident experiences by 
emphasizing care and compassion 
through the staff Hero program. 

KUDOS

In May a young man saw a flyer 
about the Memorial for Wood 
County Veterans that is being built 
at the Courthouse Complex. 

During a visit to the Courthouse 
with his father, the young man 
asked to make a $10 donation 
toward the Memorial. The father 
said that this was solely his son’s 
idea and asked that the money got 
to the right place. 

So in the spirit of this young man, 
Rob Eaton, Director of Courthouse 
Complex Security, threw out a 
challenge to county employees to 
match the donation.  

Employees Pay-It-Forward
At the end of the week Mr. Eaton 
had received $643.02 in donations.   
A short time later Mr. Eaton 
received a phone call and was 
asked if he had a total yet. When 
he advised what the total was, 
the individual on the other end 
donated the difference to make 
it an even $1000!  The donation 
was forwarded in the young man’s 
name. 

 Donations are still being accepted 
for the Memorial for Wood County 
Veterans.  They can be sent to 
the Bowling Green Community 
Foundation, PO Box 1175, Bowling 
Green, Ohio  43402.



Employee Picnic and Safety Fair
After a rainy start to the summer season, Wood County Employees 
enjoyed a beautiful day at the Employee Picnic and Safety Fair on June 
11.  The event was held at the Historical Center from 10:30 am to 2 pm 
and provided a variety of fun for those in attendance.  

Rosie’s Italian Rolling Chef provided food at the event and received good 
reviews, even after some minor delays (They experienced an engine fire 
on the truck scheduled for the event.  Luckily they had a truck already in 
Bowling Green that came to the rescue.)  

The Elected Officials served up free ice cream dessert and Job and Family 
Services hosted the bake sale to benefit Adult Protective Services.
With 30 plus vendors in attendance, Vendor BINGO proved to be fun for 
all and winners were entered into raffles for door prizes.  
Attendees received valuable information from the exhibits including: 
cyber security awareness, swimming safety, financial services, budgeting, 
blood pressure, bone density screenings, and more. 
The United Way Campaign Committee collected 145 bars of soap and 
$61 for Project Connect during the picnic.  They also raffled off a basket 
of items donated from the community which was won by Dee Stewart in 
the Commissioners’ Office.
The 50/50 drawing and raffle items were again provided by the 
Newsletter Committee.  Congratulations to all the winners (and for the 
record the names were not pulled by Auditor or Commissioners’ staff). 
   April Hugg, Commissioners’ Office - 50/50 & Saute Pan 
   Kay Sheldrick, Treasurer’s Office - Chairs & Side Table 
   Pam Boyer, Commissioners’ Office - Cooler 
   Rick Rosendale, Auditors’ Office - Air Fryer 
   Beth Fritz, Auditor’s Office - Garden Bag & Pink Flamingos 
   Janese Diem, Commissioners’ Office - Cake Pan & Meijer Card

A special thanks to those who were able to attend and to those who 
make this event a success each year.

Help Save A Life:  
Give Blood
A blood drive is scheduled for 
October 2 in the Alvin L. Perkins 
Atrium run from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. 
To register to donate, visit 
www.redcrossblood.org 
and enter Sponsor Code:  
woodcoemployees.  

Employees can utilize RapidPass on the day of the drive to speed up their 
donation time.  Learn more at redcrossblood.org.
Thanks to everyone who donated at the July blood drive. The drive came 
in at 137% of its goal and had four first time donors.  

Have you taken advantage of 
the seminars offered through 
KEPRO, the new Employee 
Assistance Program? 

You can view these sessions 
anytime. The seminars can be 
found on the EAP home page or 
you can search by title. Look for 
these sessions or view archived 
sessions. Release dates are 
noted. 
• August 20: Effective 

Budgeting 
Develop better skills for 
tracking spending, reducing 
debt, and developing a 
personal plan for financial 
success.

• September 17: Maximizing 
Your Day - Effective Time 
Management 
Better understand basic time 
management principles and 
what characteristics make 
effective time managers.

• October 15: Emotional 
Wellness:  Building Better 
Mental Health 
Gain coping strategies 
for dealing with adversity 
in a constructive way, 
and develop structured 
mechanisms for building 
better mental health. 

Available any time, any day, 
your Employee Assistance 
Program is a free, confidential 
benefit to help you balance 
your work, family, and personal 
life.  For professional assistance 
just call or log on. 
• 1.800.607.1522     
• www.eaphelplink.com   

See your group rep for the 
website access code. 

ON-LINE EAP 
SEMINARS



“When I was younger I had many 
dreams, such as becoming a rock 
singer, playing in the NBA, and 
being a state trooper who rides 
a motorcycle like the characters 
in the TV show CHIPS. At this 
moment, none of my three dream 
examples have come true. I’m 
sure my bad singing voice had 
something to do with me not being 
a rock singer, my height for not 
being in the NBA, and well, CHIPS 
went off the air, so I lost interest in 
being a state trooper who rides a 
motorcycle.

Even though some dreams don’t 
come true, they are still fun to 
dream about. However, imagine 
the feeling it would bring to 
someone if one of their dreams… 
did come true. 

DARE-TO-DREAM PROGRAM INTRODUCED AT WOOD HAVEN
That’s what Wood Haven’s new 
program, Dare-To-Dream is all 
about. Dare-To-Dream was created 
to show the people living at Wood 
Haven Health Care that dreams can 
come true. 

 I am excited about the potential 
of what Dare-To-Dream can bring, 
and this program is another way 
that we can make a difference in 
many lives.”

 -Jeff Orlowski, Administrator  
at Wood Haven Health Care

You can help make Dreams come 
true!  Contact Wood Haven Health 
Care at 419.353.8411 to see how 
you can make a difference.

While most dream requests fall 
into the following categories, a 
dream can be anything that will 
create a lasting, happy memory.
• Dream to go somewhere.  

a favorite restaurant, sporting 
event, concert, Cedar Point, 
Senior Prom, etc.

• Dream to be someone for  
a day.  
fireman, head coach, zookeeper, 
chef, etc.

• Dream to have an item.  
getting a computer, something 
to eat, a new suit, a new dress, 
etc.

• Dream to take an adventure.  
hot air balloon ride, motorcycle 
ride, zip lining, train ride, etc.

Wood County is proud to 
announce the launch of its new 
CodeRED community notification 
system to send important alerts 
and time-sensitive messages to 
staff members and residents. 

Along with emergency and 
critical messages, the CodeRED 
notification system will also 
enhance community engagement 
via the release of important but 
non-emergency information 
such as road closures and trash 
collection schedule changes, snow 
plow schedules and other county 
services. 

Upon evaluating the previous 
notification system and other 
available options, the county 
chose CodeRED for its innovative 
features, user-friendly platform, 
and wide-spread adoption rates 
across the country. 

The system is maintained by the 
Emergency Management Agency.  

Employees may opt in to receive 
weather and other alerts, but 
they will be included in an 
employee listing that will notify 
all employees of building closures 
or other emergency notifications 
affecting their office locations.  

Employees should register 
using the email sent to them 
through no-reply@onsolve.
com.  The link is personalized 
for each employee. If you share 
the link, the person you share it 
with could change your contact 
information. 

For those employees listing their 
work location as the Courthouse 
Complex, use 200 North Summit 
Street as the address. 

CodeRED Notification System
CodeRED Quick Facts
• The system is geographically 

based, alerting only residents in 
the affected areas.

• Residents may select which 
types of alerts they would like to 
receive.

• Emergency alerts are issued by 
local public safety officers in your 
area.

• Registering is free and simple.
• All employees must register in 

order to receive notification of 
County building closures.

Also, with the implementation of 
CodeRED, the Sheriff’s Office will be 
phasing out the Nixle notifications.  

A CodeRED Moblie Alert app is also 
available to receive notifications 
directly to a smart phone.  Learn 
more on the EMA’s webpage on the 
County’s website.



SUMMER STRETCH
6-WEEK CHALLENGE OPTIONS
• Eat Clean

• Stretch Yourself

WELLNESS EVENTS 
• Stretch to Reduce Stress  

Lunch & Learn 
August 21 - BCC Hearing Rm 
August 28 - JFS Middle Conf. Rm.

• Clean Eating Lunch & Learn 
Sept. 18 - BCC Hearing Rm. 
Sept. 25 - JFS Middle Conf. Rm. 

Still need to schedule your Wellness 
Screening? Call 419.354.1373 to see 
if you are eligible to register.
To learn more about the programs 
refer to the 2019 Summary Plan 
Description or visit the employee 
website. 

Passphrase
Did you know that a passphrase of at least two words is more 
secure than a single password of mixed letters, numbers, and 
special characters?  (e.g. Wood County)
At your next password change, give it a shot and you may find it 
easier to remember.

Out of Office
If setting your out of office assistant, be mindful that outside 
recipients will only receive the notification if they are listed in your 
outlook contacts.  
This is by design.  Otherwise, your out of office would reply to all 
those email requests to send money to a foreign country, other 
spam or phishing emails. 
The out of office does work for internal emails.  

TECH TIPS

Starting to save for retirement is 
one of the first hurdles on the path 
to a more comfortable future and 
eventually retirement. If you’ve 
started saving, you’re ahead of the 
game and now might be a good 
time to start developing a clear 
plan for saving going forward.

Will you create a comprehensive 
plan, or do you prefer to take 
smaller steps along the way to 
get to your eventual goal? After 
you’ve figured out your ultimate 
objective, you can start looking at 
the different stops along that path 
that you’re going to want to make.

One of the essential parts of 
developing your savings plan is to 

know what you’re going to want 
to do in the future. If you have 
certain financial priorities that you 
see as essential to living a happy 
retirement, you should include 
those in your plan. Including big 
ticket items in your plan can help 
you develop your budget as well as 
a timeline for when you can reach 
those goals. Saving for retirement 
isn’t a single step, but an ongoing 
process.

Deferred compensation 
representatives can help you build 
out your comprehensive long-
term plan and manage conflicting 
financial priorities. Not only can 
they help with planning, they can 
help you stay on track and manage 

unexpected roadblocks so you avoid 
emotionally driven decisions that can 
have an undesirable impact on your 
financial future.

Ohio Deferred Compensation:
Stan Mories 
moriess@nationwide.com 
419.560.0644

County Commissioners Association 
of Ohio Deferred Compensation:
Joel Smith 
joel.smith@empower-retirement.com 
844.446.8658 ext. 23704

Retirement Savings Basics

Wood County in the Making
While conducting research on the murals in the Courthouse, the 
Historical Center staff discovered several variations on the spelling 
of Wood County’s namesake.  Turns out we have been spelling his 
name incorrectly.  It is Eleazer Derby Wood based on information in 
the West Point yearbook.  



Tired of increased prescription costs at the pharmacy?



CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT  
AGENCY
Angela Oler   6/03/19

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE 
Stephen Jackson 6/3/19

CLERK OF COURTS 
Kimberly Stevens 6/17/19

ENGINEER’S OFFICE
Brian Armstrong 6/17/19

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  
AGENCY
Erin Konecki 6/03/19

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Janie Rocha                  4/22/19
Travis Wansitler          5/06/19
Sally Royston 5/13/19
Kristen Hogrefe 6/20/19

JOB & FAMILY SERVICES
Stacy Ridenour 4/01/19
Jessica Fitch 4/08/19
Chelsea Moll 6/10/19

JUVENILE RESIDENTIAL CENTER
Tarence Brooks 4/03/19
Dominique Wharton 4/27/19
Janette Buck 5/07/19
Tony Johnson 5/30/19

LAW LIBRARY
Sarah Lulfs 6/08/19

NORTHWESTERN WATER  
& SEWER DISTRICT
Zachary Weiss 6/05/18

PARK DISTRICT
Aaron Hoyos  4/22/19

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Daniel Paez 4/29/19
Catherine Harrigan 4/29/19
McKenzie Paxson 5/08/19
Peyton Wetz 5/14/19 
Robert Romstadt 5/14/19
David Anders 6/23/19

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT  
DISTRICT 
Hannah Smith 5/28/19

NEW 
EMPLOYEES

Want to save money on your prescription medications? 

Make the switch to the Wood County Community Health Center 
and save with the Prescription Savings Program.  

Get a 90-day fill for only $5. That’s a member savings of up to $520 
a year on a Tier 2 medication.  

To utilize the program, the member must transfer primary care to 
the Center.  But don’t worry, you can still keep your specialist(s) if 
you have one.  

See the insurance page on the employee website for full details.  

Have you made the switch?   
Prescription  
Savings  
Program 

United Way Campaign Set to Begin 
Wood County uses United Way as a means to give back to our 
community.  Feel passionate about an organization? As a donor, you 
have the ability to designate where your dollars go.  Learn more at  
www.unitedwaytoledo.org. 
5th Annual Day of Sharing - September 26: 
Donations of gift baskets for the Day of Sharing raffle are being 
accepted through September 20. Contact Janese Diem at ext. 9171 
for more information.   Watch for more details on this event. 
Pledge Cards:  Both epledge and paper forms will be available to 
employees in the coming weeks.  Payroll deduction is available 
and requires an updated pledge form each year as pledges do not 
automatically continue.  The payroll deduction is taken one time per 
month on the second pay of each month beginning in January.  Your 
gift to United Way provides wrap-around support to families and 
individuals in Wood County.  
Item Collections:  Since the Employee Picnic, the United Way 
Campaign Committee has been accepting donations for Project 
Connect.  Items can be dropped off in the Atrium anytime during the 
month. Thanks to everyone who donated bars of soap or coats for the 
event.  

Upcoming collections include:
August - Kids Books 
September - Cleaning Supplies 
October - Shampoo/Deodorant



County Fair 
Animals
Competitions
Derby
Fair Board
French Fries
King
Queen
Milk Shakes
Rides
Showmanship
Talent

M T C S N K F S Z B C W V M W
X P A U Y B R E D D O K D O H
W F M L K H U K R F M R Y O N
S R X A E K Q A K R P I J E U
R E B C F N O H X Z E D T I V
U X I D Q B T S X H T E H S G
T N F R R K K K I Z I S A H W
Q C Y I F Q K L B F T R J Z G
L L A U U H Z I A N I M A L S
Y F G E W M C M Q S O T A P M
A D E Z M X Z N E C N V B G Z
A N O V I Y G M E G S D J Q N
V D D C G U T R F R N V X U O
Y F Y D R A T F D T F I N G E
P I H S N A M W O H S R K Y P

 Calendar of Events
August
15  Spousal/Dependent Eligibility 
  Certification Process begins for Health Benefits Plan
21 Lunch & Learn - Commissioners’ Hearing Room
28 Lunch & Learn - JFS Middle Conference Room

September
2   Offices Closed - Labor Day
9 Mural Rededication - 3 p.m. Courthouse
15  Spousal/Dependent Eligibility Certification Process ends  
 for Health Benefits Plan
18 Lunch & Learn - Commissioners’ Hearing Room
25 Lunch & Learn - JFS Middle Conference Room
26 United Way Day of Sharing - Atrium 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
 
October 
14 Offices Closed - Columbus Day
16 United Way Project Connect 
26 Courthouse Gala

woodcountyhistory.org
Voices from Wood County’s Past: 
Aug. 14, 6:30 p.m. at Way Public Library

Wood County Living History Day: 
Aug. 25, 2 p.m. at Museum/Pauper’s Cemetery

Free Friday:  
Sept. 6, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Historical Center

Tea & Talk: Urban Welfare in Summit County 
Sept. 12, 2 p.m. at the Historical Center

German-American Day:   
Oct. 2, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Historical Center

Free Friday: 
Oct. 4, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Historical Center

Tea & Talk: County Homes in the Public 
Imagination 
Oct. 10, 7 p.m. at the Historical Center

With fall just around the corner, the Park District 
and Historical Museum and Center plan several 
events in October geared for the whole family.  
Learn more about these popular programs on 
their website.    
• Folklore and Funfest
• Pumpkin Carving Workshop and Contest
• Scarecrow Workshop and Contest 
• Friday Night Folklore Trick, Treat and Tour
But don’t wait too long, some require pre-
registration and many often fill up fast.  If you 
want to be part of the fun, volunteers are always 
needed, too.

woodcounty200.org
Keep up-to-date on Wood County’s 200th birthday 
celebration.  This website includes a calendar of events as 
well as some historical photos and information regarding 
Wood County’s history.  If you know of other events taking 
place, submit them online at woodcounty200.org. 


