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Safe Driving 
 

• Distracted drivers are four times more likely to be involved in an 
automobile accident 

• Winter driving can be especially hazardous.  Know how to control your 
vehicle.  

• Wood County employees MUST report ALL auto accidents and 
citations to their supervisor 

• Review the Wood County Motor Vehicle policy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Distracting & Unsafe acts behind the wheel
Using a cell phone
Eating or drinking
Shaving
Putting on make-up
Combing your hair
Reading a map
Reaching behind you to 
spank kids
Picking up an object from 
the floor

Driving at an unsafe speed
Driving under the influence
Failing to stop or yield
Unsafe passing of another 
vehicle
Tailgating
Not using a seatbelt
Not using blinkers

All of these acts raise the likelihood 
of being involved in an accident. 

“Road Rage”
Road rage is driving under the influence of too 
much anger.  
Provoked by:
– Feeling endangered by someone else’s driving (another 

driver cuts you off or tailgates you).
– Resentment at being forced to slow down
– Righteous indignation at someone who breaks traffic 

rules
– Anger at someone taking out their road rage on you

Therapy for road rage: 
– Take a deep breath and just let it go!    



Defensive Driving 

Division of Safety & Hygiene, Ohio Industrial Commission  

When you're at the controls of any vehicle, it is important to remember that defensive driving is a full-
time job. The most dangerous mile you have to drive is the one directly ahead of you. Anyone can drive 
perfectly for 10 feet or 100 feet or even one mile, but it takes a real professional to drive perfectly for 
100,000 miles or more. To be a professional driver there are many things you must observe and practice.  

A safe driver is not merely someone who has been lucky enough to avoid accidents, but is one who 
drives defensively and looks out for others. But today's driving standards demand more skill, knowledge 
and decision-making ability.  

Drivers who are safety-conscious have developed good habits and practice them daily. Every time they 
get behind the wheel, their driving record is on the line. They must drive like a professional and be 
prepared mentally and physically.  

If you are a driver who has a safe attitude about your driving, you will be able to drive with a sense of 
security in inclement weather, on difficult roads and through heavy traffic.  

In addition, to be a good driver you should respect all traffic laws and be courteous to others. Don't be in 
a big hurry--you're just asking for trouble. When bad weather affects driving conditions, you must adjust 
your driving time and habits. Driving on wet or slippery roads is not the same as driving on dry surfaces. 
The number of traffic accidents and cars running off the road during rainy weather could be reduced if 
drivers would anticipate the slippery road conditions and adjust their driving habits.  

Stay a safe distance from the vehicle in front of you--one vehicle length for each 10 mph. Start stopping 
sooner. Apply your brakes the instant you see a hazard developing, but apply them gradually so you 
don't go into a spin or grind to a stop so quickly that you risk a rear-end collision.  

Defensive driving is driving to prevent accidents, in spite of the incorrect actions of others or adverse 
weather conditions. ANTICIPATE driving hazards and know how to protect yourself from them. Be 
alert while driving by keeping your mind free of distractions and your attention focused on driving; 
alertness involves watching and recognizing accident-causing factors instantly. The professional driver 
has foresight, the ability to size up traffic situations as far ahead as possible. The driver must 
ANTICIPATE traffic problems that are likely to develop and decide whether these developments could 
be dangerous.  

Many drivers fail to understand why they were given a "preventable" for an accident when they were not 
legally at fault. A "preventable accident" is one in which you fail to do everything you reasonably could 
have done to prevent it. Even though the driver cited with a "preventable accident" did not violate any 
traffic laws, the professional driver should have seen or anticipated the incorrect actions of the other 
driver in time to take actions to prevent the accident from happening. However, you may also learn the 
valuable lessons that near-misses offer and make the necessary adjustments in your driving habits.  

As a defensive driver you must operate your vehicle in a manner to avoid contributing to an accident or 
being involved in a preventable accident. 

DRIVE SAFELY!  



Winter driving can be hazardous and scary, especially in northern regions that get a lot of

snow and ice. Additional preparations can help make a trip safer, or help motorists deal

with an emergency. This sheet provides safety tips for your residents to help prevent

motor vehicle injuries due to winter storms.

Tips for
SAFE WINTER

DRIVING

The Three P's of Safe Winter Driving:

❄PREPARE for the trip; ❄PROTECT yourself;   and ❄PREVENT crashes on the road.

❄PREPARE
Maintain Your Car: Check battery, tire

tread, and windshield wipers, keep your
windows clear, put no-freeze fluid in the
washer reservoir, and check your
antifreeze.

Have On Hand: flashlight, jumper cables,
abrasive material (sand, kitty litter, even
floor mats), shovel, snow brush and ice
scraper, warning devices (like flares) and
blankets. For long trips, add food and
water, medication and cell phone.

Stopped or Stalled? Stay with your car,
don't over exert, put bright markers on
antenna or windows and shine dome
light, and, if you run your car, clear
exhaust pipe and run it just enough to
stay warm.

Plan Your Route: Allow plenty of time
(check the weather and leave early if
necessary), be familiar with the maps/
directions, and let others know your
route and arrival time.

Practice Cold Weather Driving!
 * During daylight, rehearse maneuvers

slowly on the ice or snow in an empty lot
 * Steer into a skid
 * Know what your brakes will do: stomp on

antilock brakes, pump non-antilock brakes
 * Stopping distances are longer on water-

covered ice and ice
 * Don't idle for a long time with the

windows up or in an enclosed space

❄PROTECT YOURSELF
 * Buckle up and use child safety seats

properly
 * Never place a rear-facing infant seat in front

of an air bag
 * Children 12 and under are much safer in the

back seat
❄PREVENT CRASHES
 * Drugs and alcohol never mix with driving
 * Slow down and increase distances between

cars
 * Keep your eyes open for pedestrians

walking in the road
 * Avoid fatigue – Get plenty of rest before the

trip, stop at least every three hours, and
rotate drivers if possible

 * If you are planning to drink, designate a
sober driver
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	Text1: 1.  Where can the Traffic Violation/Accident Notice form be found?2.  What is defensive driving?3.  What can be done to help alleviate road rage?4.  List some safe winter driving tips.
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